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MISSION STATEMENT
One Mission
The International Baccalaureate® aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and
more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect.
To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international organizations to develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment.
These programmes encourage students across the world to become
active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other
people, with their differences, can also be right.

IB programmes share a powerful vision that is informed by the
values described in the learner profile
An IB education:
• Focuses on learners: The IB’s student-centred programmes promote
healthy relationships, ethical responsibility and personal challenge.
• Develops effective approaches to teaching and learning: IB programmes help students to develop the attitudes and skills they need for
both academic and personal success.
• Works within global contexts: IB programmes increase understanding
of languages and cultures, and explore globally significant ideas and
issues.
• Explores significant content: IB programmes offer a curriculum that is
broad and balanced, conceptual and connected.
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INTERNATIONALLY
MINDED LEARNERS
IB Learner Profile
The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally
minded people who, recognizing their common humanity
and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a
better and more peaceful world.
As IB learners, we strive to be:

Inquirers: We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research. We know how to learn independently and
with others. We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of
learning throughout life.

Knowledgeable: We develop and use conceptual under-

standing, exploring knowledge across a range of disciplines. We
engage with issues and ideas that have local and global significance.

Thinkers: We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyse

and take responsible action on complex problems. We exercise
initiative in making reasoned, ethical decisions.

Communicators: We express ourselves confidently and cre-

atively in more than one language and in many ways. We collaborate effectively, listening carefully to the perspectives of other
individuals and groups.
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Principled: We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong
sense of fairness and justice, and with respect for the dignity
and rights of people everywhere. We take responsibility for
our actions and their consequences.

Open-minded: We critically appreciate our own cultures

and personal histories, as well as the values and traditions of
others. We seek and evaluate a range of points of view, and
we are willing to grow from the experience.
Caring: We show empathy, compassion and respect. We
have a commitment to service, and we act to make a positive difference in the lives of others and in the world around
us.

Risk-takers: We approach uncertainty with forethought

and determination; we work independently and cooperatively to explore new ideas and innovative strategies. We
are resourceful and resilient in the face of challenges and
change.

Balanced: We understand the importance of balancing

different aspects of our lives—intellectual, physical, and
emotional—to achieve well-being for ourselves and others.
We recognize our interdependence with other people and
with the world in which we live.

Reflective: We thoughtfully consider the world and our own
ideas and experience. We work to understand our strengths
and weaknesses in order to support our learning and personal development.

The IB learner prole represents 10 attributes valued by IB
World Schools. We believe these attributes, and others
like them, can help individuals and groups become responsible members of local, national and global communities.
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THE IB DIPLOMA
PROGRAMME AT WSC
Werribee Secondary College is an accredited international
school. The International Baccalaureate Programme provides
an outward looking global perspective both within and beyond
the school community to enrich student learning.

The IB Diploma at Werribee will provide students with:
•

An internationally recognised university qualification.

•

Compulsory depth of knowledge by the Extended Essay and Theory of Knowledge.

•

Compulsory breadth of learning.

•

Better catering for individual student learning differences with a student-centred approach.

•

Development skills that improve levels of success and
persistence at University.

•

A wide range of pre-tertiary skill development.

•

•

Development of the attitude of altruism through Creative, Action and Service.

Students have well developed strong critical thinking
skills.

•

World-wide standardised assessment.

•

Preparation for life through civic knowledge and skills
and sense of responsibility.

•

Well-developed research and thinking skills and excellent preparation for University.

•

High levels of success of Australian students.

•

Open ended career options.

•

Incorporates global perspective.

•

IB schools require accreditation ensuring high quality

Key features of the Diploma Programme:

programmes.

For more information about the IB Programme:
Education for a better world
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PREPARING STUDENTS FOR
SUCCESS IN HIGHER EDUCATION
AND TO BE ACTIVE PARTICIPANTS
IN A GLOBAL SOCIETY
What is an IB education?
The IB continuum of international education for students
aged 3 to 19 years old is unique because of its academic
and personal rigour. We challenge students to excel in their
studies and in their personal development. We aim to inspire
a love of learning throughout life that is marked by enthusiasm and empathy.

Approaches to teaching and learning
IB programmes are taught by teachers who explicitly help students learn how to develop the attitudes and skills they need for
both academic and personal success.

The IB aspires to help schools develop well-rounded students
who respond to challenges with optimism and an open
mind, are confident in their own identities, make ethical decisions, join with others in celebrating our common humanity
and are prepared to apply what they learn in real-world,
complex and unpredictable situations.

Approaches to teaching:
There are six key pedagogical principles that underpin all IB programmes. Teaching in IB programmes is:
• Based on inquiry.
• Focused on conceptual understanding.
• Developed in local and global contexts.
• Focused on effective teamwork and collaboration.
• Differentiated to meet the needs of all learners.
• Informed by assessment (formative and summative).
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Approaches to learning:
This area develops essential skills that include skills of behaviour and
emotional management, skills that allow the student to monitor their
own effectiveness in their learning and skills that allow them to process
information effectively (often called “study skills” in a school environment). Although these skills may be in use when developing a certain
natural ability or talent, they are different from both ability and talent
themselves because proficiency in any skill can be increased through
the deliberate use of techniques and strategies, feedback and challenge. Skills are therefore highly teachable.
Teaching and learning in the Diploma Programme (DP) therefore incorporates the development of:
• Thinking skills.
• Communication skills.
• Social skills.
• Self-management skills.
• Research skills.
Although these are presented as distinct categories, there is some overlap and close connections between them. These categories should be
seen as interrelated, as well as linking closely with the attributes highlighted in the IB learner profile. IB students work to become inquirers,
knowledgeable, thinkers, communicators, principled, open-minded,
caring, risk-takers, balanced and reflective.

What is the IB Diploma Programme?
The IB Diploma Programme is an academically challenging and balanced programme of education, with final examinations, that prepares
students aged 16 to 19 for success at university and in life beyond. It has
been designed to address the intellectual, social, emotional and physical well-being of students. The programme has gained recognition and
respect from the world’s leading universities.
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THE CURRICULUM
Subjects offered
The IB Curriculum model is represented by a circle, with six academic
subject areas surrounding the core. Subjects are studied for two years.
Diploma candidates are required to select one subject from each of
the six subject areas, with:
•

At least three, and not more than four, taken at Higher Level (HL);
and the remaining subjects taken at Standard Level (SL).

•

All three parts of the core – EE, TOK and CAS – are compulsory and
are central to the philosophy of the Diploma Programme.

Core: Theory of Knowledge
Extended Essay
Creativity, Activity and Service

Group 1: English
Literature
Group 2: Spanish
(beginner level)
Group 3: History
Psychology
Economics *

Group 4: Biology
Chemistry
Group 5: Mathematics
Mathematical Studies *
Group 6: Art
Music *
Theatre *

* These classes will only run in 2020 if numbers permit.
The Extended Essay (EE) gives students:
• The opportunity to investigate a topic of special interest.
•

A way to deepen studies by expanding on one of the student’s
other subjects.

•

Independent study with teacher mentoring.

Theory of Knowledge (TOK) challenges students to:
• Question the basis of knowledge.
•

Be aware of subjective and ideological biases.

•

Develop the ability to analyse evidence.

•

Examine the grounds for moral, political and aesthetic judgement.

•

Stimulate critical reflection on knowledge and experience.
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Creativity Activity Service (CAS):
•

Develop students as responsible, compassionate citizens.

•

Encourages studetns to be involved in artistic pursuits,
sport/action and community service work and learn by
reflecting on the experiences.

Diploma Programme Teaching Hours:
•

SL subjects		

minimum 150 hrs over 2 years

•

HL subjects		

minimum 240 hrs over 2 years

•

Theory of Knowledge

minimum 100 hrs over 2 years

•

Extended Essay		

minimum 60 hrs over 2 years

This equates with approximately 23 formal class contact hours per
week plus EE/CAS.

Diploma Programme Qualification
Each subject is awarded a 7-point maximum.
3 HL + 3 SL =
TOK + EE

=

42 points maximum
3 points maximum

--- 45 points maximum
•

CAS completion is required for award of the qualification.

•

24 points minimum required, with certain conditions, for
award of qualification. Students who do not achieve the
required score to be awarded the Diploma will be issued
with a Certificate.
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WHO SHOULD DO
THE DIPLOMA?
To be a successful IB Diploma student it is necessary to be
punctual both to classes and to school, to have an excellent
attendance record, and to complete work on time and to an
appropriate standard. In all courses, students must complete
mandatory coursework assignments typically; this coursework
amounts to 25% of the final grade for each course although
in some cases it may be higher or lower. The key to doing
this work to an acceptable standard is organisation, and
the importance of keeping to internal deadlines cannot
be stressed enough.

Students who become successful IB students:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Are of average or above average ability.
Have good work ethic/time management skills.
Have the ability to work across the curriculum.
Enjoy collaborative work practices.
Are higher order thinkers.
Have an interest in internationalism.
Want to impact positively on the world.
Want to rate themselves against world benchmarks.

• See themselves as being ¨life-long learners¨.
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THE BRIGHT FUTURE
OF IB STUDENTS
Success of Australian DP students at university
• Australian Council for Educational Research “Perceptions Study”:
Many respondents commented that it enhanced university students’
academic competence and capability, that the programme gave
them experience of greater breadth and depth, that it provided and
internationalised educational experience with a greater emphasis on
community engagement, and that is should be more widely adopted.
• The study showed that many characteristics of the IB align with those
expressed in university graduate attribute or employability skills statements. This was captured in the feedback of university staff during interviews who indicated that they felt that IB students came to university
with greater sense of academic independence and maturity.

IB Diploma Programme: A strong prediction of success
in University
The International Baccalaureate: A global success story
New Studies Explore IB Students’ Preparedness for
Success in the 21st Century
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WHAT MAKES IB PROGRAMMES UNIQUE?
INTERNATIONAL
Our commitment to international education starts with
a belief that the only way to appreciate someone else’s
culture is first to be confident in your own.
The international mindedness that permeates our
programmes is about more than simply learning a
second language. For example, in biology, students might
learn about the typhoid bacteria but also its impact on
life expectancy in a developing country. Students learning about the history of their town or region might look at
the broader context, of history and the effects of certain
global events, and how these impact on their local environment.

INDEPENDENT
The IB and its programmes are unique in many ways. We
are a not-for-profit organization, which means that there
are no shareholders and any surplus income is reinvested in
our work. We are independent of political and commercial
interests. We operate in 143 countries, frequently working
alongside national educational systems. Most schools, for
example, offer the DP alongside other courses whereas the
PYP and MYP are flexible enough to incorporate national
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RESEARCH-BASED
Like the world it seeks to improve through education, the IB never stands still.
Our programmes and curricula evolve and undergo regular review to ensure we are delivering the best possible education for IB students. Our vision is
constantly sharpened by research, both our own and that of other respected
academic bodies.
Innovative and creative educators from many different cultures play a critical role in the development of each programme. The programmes represent
good practice from around the world, and the curriculum review process
involves practising teachers, examiners and education experts.
We are flexible enough to be able to respond to new research and pedagogical studies and engage with expert analysis where appropriate. For example,
the IB Career-related Programme, our newest qualification, is designed to provide a flexible learning framework to meet the needs of students and the local
community as well as the world beyond.

WIDELY RECOGNISED
Our programmes are challenging. Universities and future employers recognize
the depth and breadth of the rigorous work undertaken by IB students. As a result, there are many literate scientists, numerate artists, and sociologists able to
communicate in more than one language among IB graduates. In spite of this
breadth, the depth of subject study is not sacrificed. Universities also welcome
the creativity, activity and service (CAS) requirement, alongside the 4,000word extended essay component in the DP that demands research, analysis
and in-depth study to prepare students for work at university level.
Research by and with universities in Australia, Canada, the United Kingdom
and the United States has demonstrated that IB students are well prepared for
university. Almost 2,000 of the best universities around the world list their IB admission policies on our web site at http:// www.ibo.org.
Of course, results are important, and we are proud of our programmes and of
our students, but the IB experience is much more than that: it’s not just a way
to learn, it’s a way of life.			
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